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another individual” (p. 14). Sexual contact refers to intentional touching, by the 
caregiver on the child or by the child on the caregiver, of the genitalia, anus, groin, 
breast, inner thigh, or buttocks. Exploitation, or noncontact sexual abuse, includes 
exposing a child to activities such as pornography, voyeurism, or exhibitionism; 
depicting a child in a sexual act either through photographs or film; sexual harassment 
of a child; and prostitution of a child.

Readers who are familiar with the CDC definition of CSA may well notice that we 
have deleted the final three words: “by a caregiver.” Although in this chapter we will 
focus our attention on maltreatment in intimate relationships, it is important to recog-
nize at the outset that CSA is frequently not committed by parents or caregivers 
(Finkelhor, Ormrod, & Turner, 2009). CSA can be committed by family members 
other than parents and caregivers, acquaintances, strangers, older children and adoles-
cents, and other individuals in positions of authority over children. Indeed, news 
media and research publications are replete with stories of nonfamilial CSA occurring 
in religious organizations, day care settings and preschools, schools, and other 
youth-serving organizations such as organized clubs and sports (e.g., Miller-Perrin & 
Wurtele, 2017(b); Speckhardt, 2011; Sturtz, 2014; Yardley, 2010).

Box 4.1  Commercial Sexual Exploitation of Children

The First World Congress Against the Commercial Sexual Exploitation of Children, held in 1996, pro-
vided the first working definition of commercial sexual exploitation of children (CSEC) as comprising 
“sexual abuse by the adult and remuneration in cash or kind to the child or a third person or persons. 
The child is treated as a sexual and commercial object. The commercial sexual exploitation of children 
constitutes a form of coercion and violence against children, and amounts to forced labor and a 
contemporary form of slavery.” Of all the major forms of child maltreatment discussed in this book, 
CSA is the one that is most likely to occur between a child and an adult who is not a family member. 
CSEC is one form of CSA that is typically extrafamilial, although reports also suggest that some ele-
ments of CSEC may also occur within the family (e.g., Miller-Perrin & Wurtele, 2017a). CSEC includes 
pornography, prostitution, and sex trafficking—activities that are often interrelated—and they are 
important to study not only because they are a violation of children’s human rights but because of 
their negative impact on children’s development (Miller-Perrin & Wurtele, 2017a; Oram, Khondoker, 
Abas, Broadbent, & Howard, 2015).

Child pornography is defined by federal law under 18 U.S.C. § 2256(8) as any “visual depiction” 
of an actual minor (under age 18) or a computer-generated image that “is indistinguishable from that 
of a minor” who is “engaging in sexually explicit conduct,” “including any photograph, film, video, 
picture, or computer-generated image or picture, whether made or produced by electronic, mechanical, 
or other means” (U.S. Sentencing Commission, 2012). In 1978, the U.S. Congress passed the Protection 
of Children Against Sexual Exploitation Act in an attempt to halt the production and dissemination of 
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